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HISTORIC AMERICEN BUILDINGS SURVEY

OLCOTT~JOHNZON HOUSE

01ld Rorwich Center, 1.7 miles North on confinusg-
tion of Main Street from Norwich Plain Village
Green to an intersection. Right on a cowntry
road, east~southeast, 0.2 mile. House on North
gide of road, Norwlch Vieinily, Windsor County,
Vermont.

Mr. and Mrs, Albert H. Johnson, Norwich, Vermont.

Oeeupant: The owners,

Pregent Use:

Privete residence,

Brief Staobement

of Sisnificance: Built by Peter Olcott, prominent in the early

PART I,

history of the town and Lieutenant Governor of
Vermont (see Supplemental Material, Part I.C.
1 and 2).

HISTORICAL INFORMATIOH

A

Physical History

1.

Original and subsequent owners: Peter Olcott {4.1808};
Peter Oleott's heirs who rented the house to various
tenants (esrly 19ih century); Daniel Johnson (eariy
19th century to c. 18067); Horace P. Colemasn; Milton
Colemen; dsughter Louige Coleman who married Albert H,
Johngon, grandnephew of Daniel Johmson; Alberti Johnson,

Date of Trection: 1772-1773 (¥White and Johnson); 1780
{Recollections of Mrs. Milton Coleman); see Supplemental
Information,

Notes on alterations and additions: Addition in resr

end =2lterations of front door and closing up of side door
probably took place when Daniel Johnson scguired house

in mid 12th century (see I.C.2).

Sources of information
5, The Americen Heritage Book of Great Historice Places,

Richard M. Ketchum, editor (New York: American Heri-
tage Publishing Company, 1957), 71.

». Herbert Wheaton Congdon, Qid Vermont Houses (Brattle—
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boro: Stephen Doye Press, 1940), 45-47, figs. 26, 27.
¢, Dorothy and Richard Pratt, 4 Guide to Farly American

Homes--North (New York: MeGraw-Hill Book Company,
19567, 85, .

d, Philip Aylwin ¥hite and Dana Dosne Johnson, Hugh S.
Morrison, editor, Early Houges of Norwich, Vermont
(Hanover, New Hampshire: Dartmouth College, 1938),
10, 12, 16-19, figs. 17, 18, 19. '

e. 01d Buildings Project of the Hobert Hull Fleming
Vuseun at the University of Vermon®t, Burlington,
1937-1938.

f. Mre. Albert H. Johnson, "The Qlcott~Jdohnson House",

iz in ‘the posszession of Mrs. Albert H. Jchnson,
Norwich, Vermont, copy in HABS FPhoto-Data book.

g. Interviews with Mr. and Mrs, Albert H. Johnson, Nor-
wich, Vermont.

Historical Ivents Connected with Structure: Town meetings
held in "Mr. Olcott’s House" 1774 1o 1780 (Norwich Town
Records), see Psri I1.C.2.

Supplemental Meterial
1. From: Philip pylwin White and Dana Doanc Johnson, Hugh 5.

Morrison, editor, Zsrly Houses of Norwich, Vermont, Dart-
mouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire, 1938, p.17. '

"Peter Oleobtt was one of the towm's most prominent
citizens. He came to Norwich in 1772 or 1773. & commitiee
report of October 30, 1773, concerning the loeation of
a church, refers to "Peter Olcott's house! and gince he.
had already been in town "aboubt a year" (p.64) it is
‘guite possible that the house was built as early as
1772. Since he was a men of wealth, influence, and
mature years, he probzbly would have buili a fine resi-
dence soon after his srrival in town. Town meetings: - .
were held in his house from 1774 to 1780, He also kent
a store near his residenve during the Revolution. '

Wrs, Milion Coleman, at present living in the house,
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belicves it was built for Peter's son, iills Olcott, in
1780, and that the Feter Clcoti house stood near the
present one, bul was torn down Tifty or sixiy years ago.
After a cereful examination of available evidence, this
seems improbsble. Mills Olcott was only six years old-
in the 1780 (b. Mgy 21, 1774), and it is unlikely thatl
hig father would have built such a fine residence for so
youthful a gentleman, Moreover, after XMilis graduated
from Dartmouth College in the year 1800, he settled in
Henover, while the Peter Olecott family continued Lo be
prominent in Norwich affairs for many years. There is
reference to "the (Qlcott House" as latve as 1834, when
the widow Bisgell lived in i%, but there is no aveilable
reference to iwo Clcolt houses in any documenis, nor is
there a sign of any bub Lhe present house on the old maps
of thig vicinity,™

Notes by Mrs. Albert Johnson on The Qlcott-Johnson House,
Morwich, Vermondh:

Hith the removal of 0ld landmerks and the death of
those who knew the locations of roads and buildings,
there is the posgsibiliity of vanisghing knowledge thai
would be interesting lo preserve. OSince my father was
a man of the "Cenier" it seems {itting to pass on gome
information relevant to the "Génter!" with the story of
the Qlcotts, '

Peter Qlcott who was not one of the original pro-
prieters of Norwich (came here in 1773 from Windsor,
Connecticut following the death of two sgons). He was
born in Bolton, Connecticut.

In the study "Early Houses of Norwich, Vermont® by
two Darbmoubh studernts under the direciion of Professor
Hugh Morrison and "0Qld Vermont Housea" by Herbert Wheaton
Congdon it is stasted that this house wasg buill in 1773
the yesr Peter (Olcott came from Comnnecticul. It 1s one
of the purposes of this paper to refube that information.
My father belicved the 0leotl house was built on the knoll
in what lg now a field belonging te Mrs. Clap. & roge
bush grew up every yeer and blossomed by the spot that
fathoer believed 1o have been by the door-step of the first
Qleobt house. Iater e, J. Hartley Melson plowed out a
Limber there that wag probably one of the first Oleott
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House. TIn the Hisbory of Norwich, Vi. by Goddard and
Partridge, it is stad a ha the first Meetving House was
bullt M"about 20 rods a 1Little north of west Lrom Capt.
{Peter) QOlcoti's uwe?llng house, on the north side of
the highway." Certainly this house is much more than
that distasnce from the '"fenter' where the meeting house
was bullt. There was a row of granite posts around the
corner of the field which probably marked lLhe edge of
their yard and on which were wooden posts supports for
a pleket fence, This sumner Mrs, Clap hisd several of
them removed,

More recently irs. Butler who hes done much research
concerning the Olzoibts hes found references to Martha
occupying the home after her parents lived elsewlere -
probably with ¥Miils Olcott at Hanover in what today is
¥nown as the Choate House. I was told that this house

g B,
R

e

was built the same year that The Choate House was built -

that would bhe 1785,

But if this house was bullt, as my Tather often told,

"by Peter Olcott for his ‘profligate’ son, Mills Olcott,!

it misght have been o {few years later as Mills graduated
from Dartmouth Ccllege in 1790. A large two story house
having windows with smnll psnes as In colonial houses,
The front entrance had itwo panelled solid doors, one of
which is now used as the door into the woodshed. There
was an enbrance on the west side of the house having a
small porte cochere poreh or portico so that one might
be covered as one got into a vehicle for widing. - The
woodshed wos on the east. There is a row of dentile
Just under the eaves on three sides of the house but
none on the east side, indicating the loeation of the
woodshed, The house has a large central chimney ag was
characterigtic of early built houses. There are four
fireplaces, twoe ia the front rooms downstairs and two
upstaire, Three of them have been bricked up and the
one in the guest room upstairs is unfinished around the
edges and without the hearth stone. There was a large

fireplace where the cooking was probably done in the long

room which extends acress the back of the house. The
west entrance admitied one to this room. Panelling
can be geen extending along the south wall., When Albert

Johnson excavated the cellar he found aghes on the ground

under where the fireplace was located - where our {cook
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stove) Home Comforit Range sits." The back sbtalrs ex-
tended from the well room inito zn oben chamber above,
Where our panlbry is was a emall bedroonm,

The houge has the chsracterisiics of early American
congtbruction: hand hewn beams that msey be seen in attic
and cellsr; wide boards under shingles on the roof;
hand made nails; h and 1 hinges; and much fine panelling
and wainscotting. In fact, ¥r., Herberd Wheaton Congdon
gaid he had not seen in Vermont any better than that in -
the front east room, and not another wine closet with
such lovely wainscocbing. There is a chimney closet
opening out of our dining room which is inside the chim-
ney - the sides enbirely of briek., A clothes closet is
in front of thé chimey closet - such as was used for
the underground railways for concesling escaped slaves.

The water supply was furnighed from a well under the
north east corner of the house. My father always called
the room above it where our water barrel znd sink are
a8 the "well room”.

Poter Olcott dled in Hanover al the home of hils son
Mills in 1808. Mills Olcott died in 1845. Research
done by Mrs. Bubtler recalls the probable fact that this
house was the home of Roswell (lcoit who lived near his
father's home and attended business for him (Peter Olcott).
He planted Lombardy poplars That grew well here.,  He was
active in town affairs. He was bown representative to
the Genersl Assembly in 1797 and 1798. A few years later
he went to Canada to manage business investments of Mills
who had bought from his father-in-law, Asa Porter, some
undeveloped 14nd in Brome. The farm was rented until .

Daniel Johnson purchased /7 of & tract of land (the
Governor Oleott Farm) from the Olcott heirs. Papers
finished Ngvember 19, 1853 or January 5, 1854 (so next
November 15.9.19537 this will have been 100 years in the
combined families of Johnson & Coleman.) Mills Olcott's
children signing the deed ~ and he made many dreastic
changes, The present front door with side windowsg - the
removal of the wesltemn entrance completely and the con-
struction of the woodshed on ithe North ~ removing the one
on the eagt. He took oub the lerge fireplace altogether,
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There ig a stone in the Meeting House HI11 cemetsary -
denoting the deaith of Martha S. daughier cf Daniel &
Sophia Johnson who died fug, 21, 1863, at 9 yrs. © mos.
15 days. vhether this or another sorrow came to the
Johnson family they sold the farm the seventh dsy of
November 1868 40 my grandfather Horsce Pimmeo Coleman
and his son Willism Otds Coleman. I uwnderstsnd that
Deniel Johnson and family went West end at a later date .
he regretted having left the farm here.

e have since found out that John William Johmson,
the father of Doniel, David, Alba (Albert's grondfether)
and others, lived a snort dLStmﬂCE beyond this place on
the opposite SLde of the road in what now bclongu <o the

.ﬂllley Ferm, He was lsme ond a cobbler.

There were many apple irees on the farm - some in
every field and I can remember gix or seven hore in the
front yard. There was an old very tall Lompardy Poplar
Tree 1o the west side and a Fir Balsam in front of the
house., I recall a number of times when riding over
towards Hanover Cenber where my grandmother Hurlbutt
lived that my father would point out the tops of those
trees and say that is where we live.

There were two large barng - probably bulll by the
OLeotts with sheds Jjoining.,

I believe Grandfether Coleman was born in Hanover-
There is no house 0 mark the place and the land is owned
by the Hanover Water Company. (randfather Coleman
brought thiree maple trees from the old Coleman place and

planted them - one west of the house end two in the front

yerd. Two are standing but one was blown over in the
hurricane of 1938, After grandfather's mareisge o
Mertha Louiga Dewey in Berlin, V4. they weni to live
in Lunenburg. There their children were born one of
whom, Charlie died at eleven yesrs of age during an
gpldemic of scarlet fever.

Their oldest daughter Abble came back Lo Hanover
and became teacher in the Christian Street scheol. In
May 1868 she married Charleg Dana Hezen and went to
live in his home &t Brookside Farm. She vwented her
parents to come back to this vieinity and wrote to then
of available farms. They came to Norwich snd spent some
weeks in the brick house in Lewiston where lster Mr,Ransom
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Lewis lived. January'1869'the Colemans moved here and

Unele Charles Hazen called the place Meple Hill Farm.

The family consigied of Grandfather, grandmother,

Unele Otis, Aunt Mertha, Aunt fucias, my father and grand-

mother's sister Miss Mary Dewey. Uncle Qtis went io
Salt Lake City to assist his Uncle Otis Dewey who was
paymaster in the Army. My fether who was called "Milton"
was thirteen years old when he came here to live. Aunt
Martha taught school abt the center. He went to school
to her the Winiter term 1870. (Boock given him by her).
He also abtended the classical boarding schiool in the
{niversity Building in the village. {(fwnt Tucla, more
familiarly known as Nettie Colemazn graduated from M.
Holyvoke in 1880 the wvear her father died.} in 1878 he
went West to visit some Dewey Cousing and to "seek his
fortune", He went to Sheffield, Illinois, later to
Denver, Colorsdo and on o Leadville and Manitou where
he had zome experiences with prospectors and others,
However, letters from home urged him to rehuwrn if he

ecouldn't find something better and he came home 8 short

while before his father died.

- Then the Coleman Brothers took over rumning the
farm, They took milk to the creamery at Hanover. They
cut hemlock lumber and peeled it selling the bark to
the tannery in the viilege. They worked hard to pay off
the mortgage on the ferm. Uncle Otis 1lived a short while
for he died in 1884 aged only 37 yrs. 10 mos,

Mesnwhile Aunt Rartha helped at home and at Aunt
Abblels. She was interested in painting and friends
agsigted her with the art. She worked at the hospital
in Northampton for a short while but seemed {0 be needed
here and came home.

Always the family was associated with the church

and interested in its Missionary enterprises, When I,

as church clerk, received some material for safe-Keeping,
I found a noite book containing the records of early meet~
ings of the Missionary Society of which Aunt Martha had
been secrciery ani ftreasurer. She also haé a clgss of
beginners in the Sunday School and T have a few copies
of quarterlies she uged., I was Iinterested in the names
recorded ss puplls - among them Connie Hazen, Ethel Bond,
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Mildred Hutehinson snd Edith Ackerson. My grandfather
was {or zeversl vears o deacon in the church znd my .
father wes leoter, He scrved os dencon thirty-five years,

Aund Marthe hed windows changed - pregent ones.
She died in 1892.

Wy faiher rented farm Lo Frank Johnson for 1 year.
He went west. Returned in 1393 and on November 2, 1893
brought hig bride Celia Estelle Hurlbubt here from
Hanover Cenbor.

My sister and I born here,

Farmed well wntil illness came. Operation performed
in this room by Dr., Gile of Hanover.

Many experiences omitted.
A and I merried here,

Letter from Aunt Isobel - 1929 - recalling pleasant
vigit when her wncle 1ived here.

Father died February 1931,

We bought farm. Built cow stable and milk house,
Excavated cellors., Pub on new clapbosrds. Built cow
barn, We helped, Improved bulldings.

Mother died August 1840,

Electricity October 1940. Brick wall from cellar
up wder windows of lat floor.

A1l en Chadwick comes April 1941,

‘

Houge has stood through 2 hurricanes. Some sears
of 2nd one remain. :

Paper in blue room very old - put on by Danlel Jcochnson,
House insulated.

Artesian well.
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House through the years the place of many happy

. gatherings.

LART JI. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATTON

A,

General Statement

1.

2.

Architectural Character: Farly exsmple of Georgian
influence in hip rcof and proportions. Betber than
average interior trim and panelling for area. Grouping
off windows on front characteristic of early houses in
middle Connecticut Vallev.

Condivion of Fabric: Good. Kept in repair.

Technical Description of Exierior

1.

W

\Jt

Overall dimensions and orienmtation: IL-shaped plan with
wood shed; 40" x 24' fronit block, plus 247 x 16' e11.
Two stories plus cellar and attic. Frees southwest,

Foundations: Field stone partly reinforced with concrete
abutments, :

Wall construction:  Hewn frame with vertical bhoards and
clapboard siding. Said to bhave brick nogging lower floor
{cannot be inspected).

Openings

a., Doorways and doors: Northwest side door ramoved,
Front door and door frame nol original, but one leaf
of original & panel door preserved, Kitchen door
modern,

b, Windows and shutters:; Double hwrg, 2 1light sash.
Originsl 12/12 light sash preserved. Front shutters
late adjustsble louver type. Originsl fixed louver
shutters on Soulheast only.

Roof

2. Shape - covering: Hip roof with part gsble in rear.
Asvhalit shingles.
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b. Cornice, eaves: Boxed with crown mould and facia,
Fine dentil course below (dentils discontinued
around rear). OSection of wooden gutiter on rear of
main block,

c. Dormers: Two smell dormers in resr of attic,

&. Chimmeys: One large center chimmey with 4 fireplaces.
Smaller rear chimney replaces esrlier one.

Technical Degcription of Interior
1. Flocor Flan: Centrel chimney type plan. -Small stair hall
flanked by 2 lorge rooms. Kitehen and 2 small rooms in

rear, Bedrooms upstalrs in similar arrangement.

2. Stairways: Narrow, panelled. main stair U shaped, in en-
trance hall. Rear stair ond basement stair,

3. Floor: Wide Pine boards throughout.
4. Wall and celling finish: Vertiesl bosrds papered over,
Panelled dado in 2 front rooms and kitchen. Fireplace

walls of front rooms completely panelled.

5, Doorways and doors: Original & pancl doors in 2 front
rooms, Other doors various later types.

6. Trim: Moulded trim front rooms and kitchen. Built in
wine closet with panelled door and flanking pilasters
in dining room.

7. Hardware: Original wrought iron hardware on frégmenf.
of fronmt door. Original H-T, hinges and latches in 2~
front rooms, o

g, Lighting: Electric.

9. . Heating: Three of four fireplaces blocked off, Heating
by stoves,

Site

1. General Sebting: Typical farmhouse on @lightly rising
ground surrounded by Suger Mavle trees.

2. ¥®nclosures: Typieczl Tarm enclosures. &Slone walls, wood
and wire fences.
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Outbuildings: Wood shed, barns, csrrisge shed, pouliry
yard, ete.

Walks: HNHone,

Lendscaning: Mo planned landscaping., Tnformal with
lawn, trees, shrubs.

Prepared by Henry C. Edwards and
Qemund R. Overby, Architects, Nationel
Park Service, 143 3outh Third Street,
Philadelphin 6, Pa, ~ September 1959,



